Things to do during the week/ at Life group

1. Havelreally accepted Christ’s invitation to worship him? Accept his
invitation for you now.

2.  Read 2 Chronicles 31 in preparation for next Sunday’s teaching

Questions for discussion

1. Why was it important for King Hezekiah to invite all Israel, and not
just Judah to come to celebrate the Passover? (Vs1-5)

2.  What does Hezekiah think will happen amongst the people of all
Israel and Judah if they humble themselves and come to celebrate
the Passover? (vs6-9)

3.  Look at v9—what role has God had in the captivity of their brothers
and sisters?

4. Look at viI0—why do you think some of the people ridiculed and
scorned the messengers?

5.  Look at vI5—why would the Priests and Levites have been ashamed?

6.  Why is the state of the heart more important than religious rituals,
purification laws and traditions? (vs18-20). But hasn’t God set the
purification laws? Why would the people not now be required to
follow them?

7.  In 2 Chronicles 31:1 we see that the people go out to smash down the
pagan altars and places of worship. Why do they respond in this
way?

8.  What should be our response today after a time of deep and life
giving worship?

9.  What place do Christian traditions, ritual and festivals have in your
Christian life and discipleship? Is it important to you that you keep
to them at the proper times?

10. How can we show to the Lord our commitment of heart, mind, soul
and body in our Christian life and worship today?
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Vision Sunday 3—Celebration

King Hezekiah

We come to the third sermon in our 5 week series looking at King
Hezekiah.

So what has happened in the story so far?

The Passover

Now we come to King Hezekiah wanting to celebrate the festival of the
Passover.

The Passover is the most important Jewish festival both then and still is
today for the Jews. Why? It is the moment when God called and led his
people out of slavery in Egypt, led by Moses (about 1400-1500 years
before Christ).

The people of Israel, the Jews, had been a slave nation for 400 years in
Egypt, held captive. God spoke to Moses through the burning bush, and
sent 10 plagues on Egypt, each one more worse than the previous one in
an attempt to force Pharaoh to free the Israelites from their slavery.

But the Pharaoh would not let them go.
Frogs, hail, rivers of blood, boils, gnats, locusts, darkness —nothing
would force Pharaoh to let the slaves go.

Until at the end God told the Israelites to kill a lamb and put the blood on
the doorpost and the Angel of Death would ‘pass over’ those homes and
they would be safe. However, on the Egyptian homes, where they did not
put the blood on the doorpost the Angel of Death killed the firstborn of
every family.

It is a shocking story, but the result is that Pharaoh does allow the
people of Israel to be free from their slavery and they escape.
Pharaoh changes his mind and sends his army after them.

God parts the Red Sea before them, they escape, and the Egyptian
army is drowned in the waters.

The ‘Passover’ is the key celebration in Israel because the Angel of Death
‘passed over’ them and they escaped and became a nation, God’s nation.

But by Hezekiah’s day, around 700 years before Christ, the Passover has
been forgotten and has not been celebrated for years. It is a time for them
to celebrate it again, to celebrate God'’s faithfulness.

So what does Hezekiah do?
He Invites Everyone — Invitation

2 Chronicles 30:1 Hezekiah sent word to all Israel and Judah and also
wrote letters to Ephraim and Manasseh, inviting them to come to
the temple of the LORD in Jerusalem and celebrate the Passover to
the LoRrob, the God of Israel.

The Passover was celebrated at the wrong time of year

The Passover should have been celebrated in the first month of the year,
but v2 the King and the Officials decided to celebrate it in the second
month of the year because they weren’t ready — they didn’t have enough
Priests consecrated and ready to celebrate it and offer the sacrifices that
needed to be offered.

The Passover Celebrations — God wants the Heart
V18-20 - Key verses:

Although most of the many people who came from Ephraim, Manasseh,
Issachar and Zebulun had not purified themselves, yet they ate the
Passover, contrary to what was written. But Hezekiah prayed for them,
saying, “May the LORD|
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